And Then What?

By Jeff Harwell

I had the good fortune to grow up in an area where several faithful gospel preachers made their homes and engaged in the Lord’s work. One of those men I am thankful to have known and had the privilege to hear speak was Granville Tyler.

The story has been told regarding Brother Tyler – and confirmed by him as being true – about a young man that he once met during a gospel meeting.  The old preacher and the young man – who had not yet obeyed the gospel – grew quite fond of each other over the course of the week.

After the concluding service of the meeting, Brother Tyler had the opportunity to speak with the young man before they parted ways. He asked the young man what his plans were in the future.

The young man noted that he was in high school, so he planned to finish his schooling and graduate in a few months.

“That’s wonderful!” Brother Tyler exclaimed, “A good education is such a blessing, and I’m happy you’re going to finish up high school soon. What do you plan to do after that?”

“I’m thinking I’ll go to college and get a degree,” the young man replied.

“Very good!” Brother Tyler said, “What’ll be next?”

“I guess I’ll get a job and get married.”

“Well, I can tell you that having a good wife is a great blessing as well, and I’m glad to hear that you plan to work to support your wife. What next?”

“Well, I imagine we’ll probably have some kids, and raise them.”

“I’m a father myself,” said the old preacher, “It’s one of the greatest things in the world.  What about after your kids are grown?

The young man answered, “I guess I’ll be getting a little older by then. And I suppose I’ll get ready to retire.”

“That will be great if you do well enough to retire and enjoy your older years with your wife. And what about after that?”

“Well,” said the young man, “I guess at some point I’ll die.”

“That’s right. And then what?”

The question of what becomes of us after this life is one that we all should ponder with regularity. Certainly those who have never taken the step of confessing faith in Christ and being baptized in obedience to the gospel should ponder their eternal fate, should they die outside of Christ:

“For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:26)

At the same time, however, even those who profess the faith and claim many good works in the name of the Lord are not above the need for self-examination in this light as well:

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” (Matthew 7:21-23)

“Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves Do you not know yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you? – unless indeed you are disqualified.” (2 Corinthians 13:5)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Eternity awaits each one of us, just as surely as it awaits the young man to whom Brother Tyler posed the question. We should all ponder for ourselves what comes next after the close of the earthly chapter of our lives. And if the self-reflection that results reveals steps that need to be taken to prepare, we should commit ourselves to taking them sooner, rather than later.
